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Get In Touch!

WE WANT YOUR LETTERS!
We welcome letters to the editor for
publication. 
Email ellen@papamoapost.co.nz. 
Letters should not exceed 200 words,
and may be edited, abridged, or rejected
at the Editor's discretion.  

Follow Pāpāmoa Post on 
Facebook and Instagram 

/PapamoaPost

From the editor’s desk 

Pāpāmoa’s  “small-scale urban vibe,vibrant coffee culture, abundantamenities, and natural beauty” have seenour beachside haven nominated as one ofthree finalists for New Zealand’s “choicestsuburb”.Pāpāmoa is New Zealand’s answer to theGold Coast, according to Trade Me PropertyPeople's Choicest Awards.Our piece of beachside bliss has made thetop three in the awards – a chance to cele-brate everyday life in New Zealand.Votes are now open to see if Pāpāmoa canbeat the other finalists, Morrinsville andChristchurch’s Southshore, to the title. Thefinalists were selected by the number of pub-lic nominations received. At the time of print,Pāpāmoa was in the lead with 41 per cent ofthe vote.Pāpāmoa locals don’t need an award toknow this is a great place to live, and the pollgives a nod to our 16km of sandy beach, and“wealthy and sorted community” of 37,800people.It also cites our shopping centres – Pāpā-moa Plaza, Coast Pāpāmoa, and The Sands,and says the average house costs around$968,800.Pāpāmoa was noted for its schools andcommunity activities that bring peopletogether, something which locals will nodoubt agree with. But those who battle thedaily traffic may raise their eyebrows at thecited “easy 20-to-30-minute commute to Tau-ranga central for work”.Trade Me Property customer directorGavin Lloyd says Pāpāmoa and the otherfinalists share a strong sense of communityand close proximity to nature.“With a small-scale urban vibe, vibrant cof-fee culture, abundant amenities, and naturalbeauty, Pāpāmoa truly offers the best of bothworlds,” says Gavin.When it comes to natural features, Pāpā-moa’s “stunning beach” is described as ahaven for dog-walkers.Pāpāmoa Hills Regional Park is also notedas a highlight, thanks to its panoramic views,walking tracks, and historic Māori pā site atthe summit.“The summers are warm, the winters mildand the area provides great surf —mellowwaves for beginners as well as bigger swellsfor experienced surfers.”Voting runs until 14 February. Votes can be made on the Trade Me website atwww.trademe.co.nz/c/promo/peoples-choicest-voting  

Pāpāmoa:
NZ’s

“choicest”
suburb?

It comes as no surprise to those of us wholive here, that Pāpāmoa is a top threefinalist for New Zealand’s “choicest”suburb.Pāpāmoa is full of people who have madea conscious decision to come and live here. Itis rare that you meet an “original”, who grewup here. (Lucky them!) The rest of us weredrawn here by the beach lifestyle and grow-ing amenities.The admittedly unscientific TradeMe pollsays Pāpāmoa provides the best of bothworlds, which resonates. I love that we havethe beach and the sense of laidback living, butwe are also big enough to have plenty of greatamenities for our children, lots of shopping,and access to other parts of Tauranga City.In Pāpāmoa Post we aim to celebrate the

best of living here, and to inform our resi-dents about what’s happening in our localcommunity.We enjoy featuring locals such as CherieMetcalfe and Stefano Raimondi, who are run-ning their businesses out of Pāpāmoa (page9 and 11).Congratulations to the Pāpāmoa Collegehead students who will take on leadershiproles this year (page 6). We also enjoyedlearning about the students from TahataiCoast School who have created their ownbook (page 5).And sports lovers are stoked with the newpavilion at Gordon Spratt Reserve – a much-needed overdue facility (page 9).Enjoy your read!
Ellen Irvine

Happy life in Pāpāmoa: the resident
flying this flag on Golden Sands Drive
seems to think so.

If you are thinking that 2025 may be the year to make your 
next move, we are here to help. With over 30 years of  

combined experience and over 600 house sales completed for
very happy vendors, you will be in very safe hands.
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By Sergeant Jason Perry, 
OIC at Pāpāmoa Police

Pāpāmoa Police received more than 300calls for service in the three weeks overChristmas and New Year. These calls werefor everything from serious assaults down toreports of  lost, stolen, and found property.
Family harmChristmas Day saw our Police attendingmostly family harm incidents. Tension builds,and family dynamics and financial pressureseemed the theme of the day. And a word ofadvice: not surprisingly, alcohol was also a fac-tor.  A message for next year – if you haveshared childcare to sort out, make sure youmake your arrangements early and everybodyunderstands and agrees on what’s happeningwith their kids. Using children as a tool tospite or control other people is not on. Onefamily harm callout saw two people, who justhappened to be staying at the address,arrested on warrants and spending a coupleof days in the cells until the next court date.Bad luck for them.

IndecencyAnd of course, we get our usual reports ofindecency, with one man arrested for commit-ting an indecent act. These people regularlypop up like meerkats. When a person is delib-erately committing an act that is offensive,please make sure you report it to the Police.We regularly get reports of offensivebehaviour on the beach. There is no desig-nated public nudist beach in Pāpāmoa. Thatbeing said, the behaviour must be accompa-nied by an act of indecency. Police will take

into account all of the circumstances beforetaking any enforcement action.
SpeedNew Year’s Day saw four speeders on theBayfair to Sandhurst expressway driving atmore than 140kmh. They all had their licencesuspended for a month. The highest speedrecorded by the mobile traffic camera was112kmh in a 50km speed zone. Seven drivershave been prosecuted for driving with alcoholrelated offences.

Bike theftsBikes are still on the hot list for propertybeing stolen. Some of these bikes are worthmore than a family’s second runabout car.Especially e-bikes. One offender has beenprosecuted for one of these bike thefts, and weare following up on CCTV on a couple of theothers. Make sure you use a good quality secu-rity chain, and even use an air tag or similarto keep track of your bike. If your bike is worth10k, it’s a comparatively small cost.
Break-insOne person can create a lot of damage in avery short period of time, stealing bikes orbreaking into cars. We had seven propertycrime offences committed in one night in earlyJanuary, all of which were connected andinvolving several vehicles being broken into.Mostly wallets and money were taken. Theinconvenience far outweighs the actual gainby the criminal. The message is, don’t leavevaluables in your vehicles and make sure theyare locked.All that being said, Pāpāmoa is a great placeto live and work, and we are a very safe com-munity.  

Alcohol fuels family harm incidents

Sergeant Jason Perry
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Losing a loved one can be overwhelming.
Emotions are high and there are many decisions  
to make. At Legacy, our experienced and  
professional team are here to help ease the burden  
during a difficult time. We pride ourselves on  
providing a space where families and individuals 
can feel safe, respected and heard.
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Children at Tahatai Coast School have created their ownchildren’s book as part of a year-long journey oflearning and self-discovery.The book, Tūpuna, (ancestors), is a reflection of theirunderstanding of whakapapa and the strength of theirancestors. Each page tells stories of those who came beforethem and celebrates the strength and wisdom passeddown through generations. The project was part of a programme called WhakamanaMāori, aimed at empowerment through cultural connec-tion. Cheyjuana Doyle, who runs the programme with hus-band Mōwai Smiler, says the process has allowed the chil-dren to see that their voices, stories, and heritage areworthy of celebration and have the power to inspire oth-ers.“We watched them grow in confidence over the year,proudly stepping into their roles as leaders, creators, andinnovators, and they’ve learned they are not only capableof achieving great things but that their cultural identity isa source of their strength.”Cheyjuana says a core component of the programme is apakihi (business) project, which encourages children todevelop entrepreneurial skills while also developing theirconfidence and self-belief. “Our tamariki have put so much work and love into thistaonga,” says Cheyjuana, who worked with two groups ofchildren aged year 1-6, who contributed equally to thebook. “At its core, this book is a celebration of connection and a reminder to young readers of who they are and who theyare capable of being.”The process started with the children exploring how theydescend from innovators, scientists, leaders, and peace-makers, as well as from their Tūpuna Maunga (ancestormountains), awa (rivers), and moana (ocean). “We delved further into this understanding by brain-storming the traits of our ancestors and the lessons we canlearn from them,” says Cheyjuana.The children then turned these ideas into rhyming verse,before creating beautiful artwork to bring their words tolife. Their art was digitally recreated for the book, so eachimage you see within the pages reflects their voices andvision.Cheyjuana says the children have learned invaluableskills along the way, like teamwork, communication, anddecision-making, all while staying grounded in their Māori-tanga.“They worked collaboratively on every aspect, from sto-rytelling and illustrating to exploring the values at theheart of te ao Māori (the Māori world). “The result is a taonga (treasure) that speaks not only tothe beauty of their heritage but also to the strength andresilience they hope to pass on to their peers and futuregenerations. They have poured their hearts into this bookand have created an empowering work that helps readerssee their own potential and the strengths they hold withinthem.”  

Pukapuka leads journey of discovery

Students at Tahatai Coast School learned many lessons while creating their very own children's book. 
PHOTOS: CHEYJUANA DOYLE
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Jayden Holdaway, Ava Buchanan, Cove Keenan and Renee Thomas.

Pāpāmoa College leaders 2025
Pāpāmoa College’s head students for 2025 are Head Boy - Cove Keenan, Head Girl - Ava Buchanan,

Deputy Head Boy - Jayden Holdaway, and Deputy Head Girl - Renee Thomas.

Cove Keenan says he is “abso-lutely stoked” to be head boy, andhis goal for 2025 is simple: “Make itthe most enjoyable school year yet– for every student and for me too,”he says.“I’m looking to strengthen theculture and community at PāpāmoaCollege. I want every student to feelproud to be part of this school –whether it’s on the field, on stage,or in the classroom. “I’ll also be working to createmore opportunities for everyone,like new extracurricular activitiesor events that cater to all interests– even the ones you didn’t knowyou had yet.”Cove has made the most ofopportunities at Pāpāmoa Collegesince joining in year 7 after attend-ing Golden Sands School.“Over the years, I’ve been

Property Law       Wills       Powers of Attorney    
Law for the Elderly       Trusts & Estates       Commercial Law

www.beachlaw.co.nz
07 281 1459               94 Parton Road



Papamoa Post- -

Pāpāmoa Post | February 2025 |  7

JOIN THE EBIKE REVOLUTION

FREE DELIVERY TO PĀPĀMOA

07 925 9920   
ELECTRIFY.NZ

301 MAUNGANUI ROAD
MOUNT MAUNGANUI

YOUR E-BIKE EXPERTS

E          

involved in all sorts of activities. I’mcurrently proud to represent theschool as part of the 1st XV rugbyteam. I’ve dabbled in golf, touchrugby, basketball, and probably afew other sports I’ve convenientlyforgotten. My leadership journeybegan back in Year 8 when I joinedthe Lower Middle School Leadersteam, which gave me the skills I’llcarry into 2025.”After Year 13 Cove plans to studysports nutrition at university, andhopes to one day travel the world,embracing opportunities as theycome.“But for now, my focus is on help-ing every student make the most of2025.“So, if you see me wanderingaround the school or out andabout, feel free to come say g’day –I promise I’m much less scary thanI look on the rugby field.”

Ava Buchanan is honoured andexcited to take on the role of head
girl.“It’s a role that comes with a lotof responsibility but I’m eager to

take on this role and represent mypeers, helping to create a positiveand inclusive environment at Pāpā-moa College,” she says.“I’m so excited and motivated tostep into this new role and can’twait to make the most of thisincredible opportunity.”Ava has many goals for the yearahead, her main one being to fostera sense of inclusivity and belongingwithin the school. “I want to help every student feelheard, valued and supported, and Iaim to embrace diversity, buildingmeaningful relationships across allgroups within the school, as Ibelieve everyone should feel asense of belonging.“I am also looking forward toworking with the rest of the headstudent team- Cove, Renee and Jay-den - as well as the rest of the stu-dent leadership team. Each of usbrings something different to thetable and I think we’ll work welltogether to create a school culturethat’s inclusive and supports every-one.”Ava has enjoyed many aspects ofschool life at Pāpāmoa Collegesince moving from Auckland in2022.“One of the most significantexperiences for me has been join-ing the Kapa Haka Ropu. As aproud Māori student, being part ofthis group has provided me with apowerful and meaningful way toconnect with my cultural heritageand build strong relationships withother students at school, deepen-

ing my sense of belonging withinthe Pāpāmoa College community.”She has also played senior net-ball, was a part of the 2024 ballcommittee, contributed to the2024 cultural council, and wasselected by Pāpāmoa College asone of two students to representthe school on a 21-day OutwardBound course.After completing her schoolyears Ava plans to study psychol-ogy at Auckland University andcontinue her journey of learning TeReo Māori.

Jayden Holdaway is ecstatic totake on the role of deputy head
boy, and says he can’t wait to seewhat challenges and opportunitiescome his way.“My goal as a head student is toinspire and empower, I want to bea role model for the younger stu-dents and show them that throughhard work, resilience and aspira-tion they can achieve anything.”Jayden, who previously attended

Te Akau ki Pāpāmoa School, hasbeen involved with many produc-tions at college including BugsyMalone, High School Musical, Alicein Wonderland, Fame, and TheAddams Family, as well as helpingwith High School Musical 2. He ispart of the school’s first XV rugbyteam, has been a student leader forthe last three years, and is trea-surer of the Pāpāmoa College LeosClub.“I am currently wanting to go touniversity to study engineering orparamedicine, to continue makinga positive impact on people’s lives,”says Jayden.

Deputy head girl Renee
Thomas says she is extremelygrateful to be deputy head girl andaims to use her leadership skills tothe best of her ability. “I am motivated to try everythingI can, and I am excited to grow myskills and personal characterthrough this role.“I have a few goals in mind whichrange from school culture andsports, but one that I want to 

take action on the most is growingand exposing the Kai Aroha com-munity.”Being involved with Kai Aroha,which organises free communitymeals for hungry whānau, isRenee’s favourite school experi-ence.“I have ideas to create moregroups, fundraising and promotionso that the [Kai Aroha] communitycan grow and help more people inneed. I also want to act on this tosupport Whaea Tania [Lewis-Rickard] because Kai Aroha is areflection of her pure self and shedeserves more love and support.“I volunteer every Thursdaynight alongside other studentsfrom school to provide a free mealto those experiencing hardship.”Renee, who attended Te Akau KiPāpāmoa School, has been involvedin a variety of different schoolactivities, with a focus on sport:hockey (captain of girls’ 1st XI),touch rugby, rippa rugby, volleyball,beach volleyball, ultimate frisbee,rugby sevens, and adventure rac-ing.“In 2022, I also went on the Spiritof Adventure which is a greatopportunity to explore and growyour leadership skills and personalself. Over the last year I have alsobeen given opportunities like theschool’s open nights and being astudent voice for the Governmentagency ERO.”Renee’s future plans involvestudying health sciences at univer-sity.  
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Elevated Care in Your Later Years.
Te Manaaki Care Centre allows PaciÀc Coast Village to offer a full continuum of care – from independent living, serviced 
apartments to residential aged care.  Te Manaaki is a continuation of this considered design, crafted to provide residents with 
luxury living as well as elevated care and with it an added sense of security in their later years. The Care Centre offers rest 
home, hospital level and dementia care.

Children playing at Gordon Spratt Reserveplayground now have a safe shaded area thanks to a true communitycollaboration.In March 2022 Pāpāmoa Post reported con-cerns from local parents about the lack ofplayground shade. The cause resonated withChrista George of the Rotary Club of Pāpāmoa,who took the idea to the club to see what theycould do to help.Almost three years later, the club, in part-nership with Tauranga City Council and agroup of local Pāpāmoa parents, has providedan accessible shelter at Gordon Spratt Reservealongside the playground.“This is the fruition of 2.5 years of work thatbegan in July 2022 with concept and fundrais-ing efforts and has now culminated in the con-struction of the shelter,” says Christa.When the project began, only two play-grounds in Pāpāmoa had sunshades, leaving19 playgrounds without.“Since then, and maybe largely due toRotary’s lobbying, a number of playgroundsnow have sunshades or shelters, and it is partof the planning when a playground is beingupdated or a new playground is proposed,

instead of an after-thought,” says Christa.Without shade, play equipment is oftenunusable in the summer as slides and swingsare too hot to touch, with no protection fromthe harsh sun. Skin cancer is New Zealand’s most commoncancer – more than 90 per cent of skin can-cers are caused by over-exposure to the ultra-violet radiation (UVR) which is primarily fromthe sun. Dr Bronwen McNoe from CancerSociety Research Collaboration at Otago Uni-versity says a well-designed shade can reducethe UV exposure of people using playgroundsby more than three-quarters. It was agreed with Tauranga City Councilthat a seating shelter would protect familiesfrom both sun and rain, be wheelchair-acces-sible, and add a functional gathering place forplayground users.The project was managed by the RotaryClub, which raised around $20,000 in cash,goods and in-kind donations of time andexpertise. Tauranga City Council providedbuilding services support including the provi-sion of seating, and erected the shelter.It is hoped that this model of communitypartnership, with local community project ini-

tiation and fundraising input, can be dupli-cated in other areas of Tauranga, says Christa.At a special opening ceremony, Barry Scottwas presented with the Rotary Club of Pāpā-moa Community Champion Award for his ser-vices to this project. Although not a Rotarian,Barry supported the project and worked withthe club on all aspects of the shelter for morethan two years. He was a great help in liaisingwith various parties to get tasks over the line,says Christa. Barry was given the honour ofcutting the ribbon and declaring the shelter“open for all to enjoy”.Rotary also thanked Tauranga City Council,the Rotary Foundation, various businesses

who provided discounts on materials, andRegan Ashton, who drew up the plans andwaived his fee.  
New shade shelter at Gordon Spratt

Barry Scott cutting the ribbon alongside Christa
George.

Pāpāmoa Rotary Club President Deb Wootton
presenting the Rotary Club of Pāpāmoa Community
Champion Award to Barry Scott. The completed shelter.

Acknowledgements on the plaque.

Deb Wooton President, Christa George, Angela Alexander and Geoff Mathis from
the project team, and club member Jude Lindfield.
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For bookings or more information phone 542 2294 
or book online at www.papamoadentalcentre.co.nz

Or visit us 532 Papamoa Beach Road

Papamoa Dental Centre

Francie Sarah

We are excited to announce our fresh new technology, which will brighten your smile and
make your dental cleaning more comfortable! Our new EMS Airflow System dislodges and
removes food particles, plaque and stains by projecting a stream of air, warm water, and 
extremely fine powder onto the teeth. The EMS Airflow cleans your teeth far more quickly, 

efficiently, and pleasantly than standard scaling.

Papamoa Dental Centre is very privileged to have two excellent, 
friendly Dental Hygienists who have joined us this year.

Francie and Sarah both aim to work together with patients to achieve 
optimal oral health by way of treating gum disease and providing 

patients with the tools and education to improve and maintain good 
oral hygiene. They both strive to make the experience of visiting 

the  hygienist as pleasant as possible, so that patients 
feel happy returning.

Experience more
comfortable 

teeth cleaning

This year will mark a string of notable ninth anniversarycelebrations for Pāpāmoa-based businesswoman CherieMetcalfe.Chief among them is daughter Pepper’s ninth birthday.However, the arrival of her first child also sparked the birthof Cherie’s Pepper & Me condiments company and the Met-calfe family’s move to to the coast, from Rotorua, in 2016.“Pepper is the age of the business and we moved to Pāpā-moa the year she was born,” the former chef says.“We used to holiday here and I’ve just always loved, loved,loved Pāpāmoa. The beach was the instant appeal but we’vefound a pretty awesome community here that I’ve neverencountered anywhere else.  Everyone is very friendly andwilling to help, we walk to friends’ houses and the kids havefriends all over the neighbourhood. “And my favourite thing to do is to cook and entertain athome here.”Plenty of those guests are willing  guinea pigs for the latestPepper & Me creation, which might include a new spice mixor pasta sauce, a barbecue paste, flavoured pepper or relish.The business that began with an at-home mum and threecooking pastes now employs 33 staff and produces 83 prod-ucts from a factory at Tauriko. The culinary treats areshipped directly to customers around New Zealand and Aus-tralia courtesy of website sales, with wholesaling to about300 retailers nationally. But the beachside connection remains strong. Cherie andpartner Matt recently launched a food stall at the Little BigMarkets, alongside Pāpāmoa Domain. Pepper and heryounger brother Kit like to help out at the stall. “We’ve been selling bacon butties and foccacia to keep apresence on the ground here. It’s great to get out and getcooking again, to be meeting people and product testing. Weuse our own hot honey, relish and aioli and sell other prod-ucts there.”Pāpāmoa residents will have an extra opportunity to meet Cherie at the upcoming Flavours of Plenty Festival inMarch, with the programme announced on 14 February

(www.flavoursofplentyfestival.com).Brother Lorne looks after operations while Cherie focuseson marketing and developing new products, such as therecently-released dill pickle seasoning and a satay sauce. Shealso claims most of the naming rights.“Names are the fun part. Sometimes we have a namebefore the product.”The Man Rub spice mix for barbecue cuts remains one of

the most popular products in her range, alongside Man Grindsalt blend. Can’t Catch Me gingerbread syrup and SugarDaddy caramel were released last Christmas.The entrepreneur has ventured into other corners of theculinary trade, too.  Her Kitco business – named after son Kitand specialising in cast iron cookware – was sold to anothercompany. She retains the Cain and Abel knifeware businessthat sells carbon steel knives made from old Vietnamese wartrucks.So what’s next?“We’ll do a rebrand this year, and a refresh. We’ll be keep-ing the name but bringing in colour. We’ll have an everydaysupermarket range but also do tins for a special gifting range.And I’m always dreaming up new products.”Local stockists include Pāpāmoa’s Four Square, Bin Inn andFreshchoice.  Cherie Metcalfe loves running her business Pepper &
Me from Pāpāmoa.

Condiments queen Cherie 
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Pāpāmoa Olympic runnerSam Tanner showed offhis manu at the Z ManuWorld Champs TaurangaMoana qualifier. While hedidn’t qualify for the grandfinal in Auckland in March,organisers say Sam’s manuskills were evident as an avidbeach-lover and surfer.  

What a view! The boardwalk and viewingplatform connecting the “missing link”along the Pāpāmoa shared pathwayopened in time to be enjoyed over summer.The path over the sand dunes is located nearAlexander Place and connects the gap in thepathway, which runs between Domain Roadand Parton Road. Originally this section of the pathway wasplanned to be adjacent to the road. But com-munity feedback raised concerns about theloss of the road shoulder, and the ability to pulloff the road before turning to enter driveways.So council revised the design to incorporate aboardwalk over the dunes, says Tauranga CityCouncil general manager: community services,Barbara Dempsey.“The dunes are ecologically protected, andwe required a new resource consent andWildlife Act permissions to ensure we protect

the area and fauna that live there,” says Bar-bara.A lizard management plan was reviewed bythe Department of Conservation, which con-sulted with iwi, and a wildlife permit wasgranted in August.  
Boardwalk enjoyed

over summer

Sam’s big-splashing manu 
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Italian chef Stefano Raimondi is bringing ataste of his homeland to Pāpāmoa, throughfood truck and cook school ventures.He’s moved on from restaurant kitchensand market stalls to teaching small groups oflocals how to make their own gnocchi andtiramisu, at his Autentico cooking classesinside Pāpāmoa Sports and Recreation Cen-tre. This has sparked larger team-buildingcooking sessions and catered festive eventsat the same venue.Meanwhile, the coffee cart he opened witha business partner has evolved into the sum-mertime Fritto food truck parked poolside atTasman Holiday Park on Pāpāmoa Beach.There are occasional pop-up Italian nights ineateries around the city, too. “I have a lot of side gigs,” Stefano says. “Andeverything is about food.”However, the culinary career was acciden-tal. Growing up in the small north Italian vil-lage of Lazzate, Stefano imagined he wouldfollow in the footsteps of his architect father.“My dad always knew that was not the wayI was going to go but I thought even if I wasbad, my dad would always give me a job. Inthe end, after two months at school, Irealised that architecture was not what Iwanted.”Enrolling in chef school was the only otheravailable option at the time. The teenagerwas immediately hooked and his mother,who dislikes cooking, was thrilled to have ason take over the kitchen at home.“My mum doesn’t like to cook but both mygrandmothers are very good at-home cooks.My grandmother lives in my village and she

does gnocchi when the family meets once amonth. She’s 91. It’s amazing and of courseyou can never change her recipe.”Stefano now teaches cook school studentshis own version of the famous Italian dish,half a world away. But he always serves theaccompanying sauce the way his grandmataught him; swirled on top, not tossedthrough the dish.His path to Pāpāmoa involved somezigzagging between kitchens in Italy andSpain, then on to Australia before working inWānaka and Mt Maunganui. Along the way,

he met American-born Ellie, and the couple’stwo-year-old daughter Penelope is the pri-mary reason Stefano has stepped away fromrestaurant kitchens. He wants more flexiblehours for parenting.And Pāpāmoa’s ongoing growth appeals tothe culinary entrepreneur.“Pāpāmoa is exploding, it’s an amazingarea and I think it’s a good market for hospi-tality.”It’s also the ideal spot for an after-workswim in the sea.Look out for Stefano in the upcomingFlavours of Plenty Festival www.flavoursofplentyfestival.com/  

All About Food – bringing Italy to Pāpāmoa

Stefano Raimondi loves bringing a taste of Italy to Pāpāmoa.

Pāpāmoa College’s latest EducationReview Office (ERO) report is “a strongendorsement” of Principal Iva Ropatiand the school leadership team, says a schoolboard member.In a letter to school whānau, Pāpāmoa College Board presiding member Dr ClarkeRaymond says the report is very positive.“We are very proud of these outcomes.This result reflects the passion and hardwork of all our amazing staff,” says Clarke.“We hope you, our community, are alsoproud and we look forward to continuing towork with you in achieving our aspiration tobe the ‘school of choice’ in our region.”The report notes significant improvementin areas identified from the last report, saysClarke, and identifies the following currentstrengths:- Most students are making progress andachieve well.

- Collaborative leadership works well andstrategically, to make evidence-informeddecisions to improve student outcomes.- Students have opportunities to learnacross the breadth of the curriculum and arewell supported by effective teaching practice.- Organisational conditions are increas-ingly aligned and drive strategic improve-ment.ERO Director of Schools Shelley Booysensays since the previous ERO report ofSeptember 2022, ERO and the school haveworked together to evaluate the effectivenessof strategies used to accelerate the progressof Year 7 to 10 learners in literacy, with a spe-cific focus on learners who are not yetachieving at expected curriculum levels.“The greatest shift that has occurred inresponse to the school’s action has been thestrategic development and embedding ofrobust systems and processes to align the

ERO notes improvements at Pāpāmoa Collegeapproaches to literacy learning for improvedstudent outcomes,” says Shelley.The report also identifies two priorities forimprovement before the next review in threeyears:- Continue to build a culture that engageslearners and results in improved attendance.

- Continue to work towards equitable out-comes for all, in particular Māori and Pacificlearners.Clarke says the board has included theseas strategic priorities in its 2025 annual plan,and will be working on some new initiativesto drive improvement.  

Pāpāmoa College’s latest NCEA resultswere “outstanding” and improved innearly all areas, says principal IvaRopati.The provisional results were betterthan national averages in all levels ofNCEA across New Zealand,  and betterthan national decile (similar typeschools) in all levels of NCEA across NewZealand.Iva says he expects further improve-

ment once confirmed results have beenreleased in March.The school pass rate was Level 1 - 80.6per cent (2.7 per cent increase from2023); Level 2 -87.4 per cent (9.6 per centincrease from 2023); Level 3 - 72.9 percent (1.3 per cent decrease from 2023)“It is pleasing that as a school we nowhave comparable if not better NCEAresults than local secondary schools,”says Iva.  

“Outstanding” NCEA
results

Iva Ropati, Pāpāmoa College Principal.
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Unit 5/17 Toorea Street

Papamoa Beach

Papamoa 3118

EYECARE

07 282 7129

WWW.BLUREYECARE.CO.NZ

Please feel free to
drop by and discuss
the best solution

for your eyes here
at our Papamoa

store.

What’s Your Property Worth?

Call me for your free, 
no obligation Market Appraisal.

No pressure, and it’s good to know 
the value of your property.

I’ll keep you updated from time to time 
as the market changes.
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Licensed Agent REAA 2008

By Blur Eyecare

As we age, our eyes undergo naturalchanges that can affect our vision. Oneof the most common is presbyopia, acondition where the lens inside the eyebecomes less flexible, making it harder tofocus on objects up close. While contactlenses are a popular option for correctingvision issues, presbyopia presents someunique challenges that require special careand attention when considering contactlenses.Here are a few factors to keep in mind:
1. Complexity of visual needsPresbyopia requires correction for bothnear and far vision. Multifocal contact lensesare designed with different zones to addressthis, but finding the right balance can betricky. Adapting to multifocal lenses oftentakes time, as your Optometrist may need toadjust your prescription or lens designthrough multiple visits to ensure they suityour everyday activities. Tasks like reading,working on a computer, and driving mayrequire different adjustments to find theoptimal balance.
2. Reduced visual acuity Even after adapting to multifocal lenses,some patients notice that their vision isn’t assharp as it is with glasses. The division of thelens into multiple zones for distance andnear vision can affect clarity, especially inlow light or when working with fine detail.

While multifocal lenses can be great forsocial activities, such as dining out or enjoy-ing time outdoors, many people still prefertheir glasses for more detail-oriented tasks,like working at a computer for extendedperiods.
3. Dry eyesAge-related changes to your tear film canlead to dry eye syndrome, which may worsenwhen wearing contact lenses. This can causediscomfort and reduce the effectiveness ofthe lenses. Speak to your Optometrist aboutmanaging dry eyes to make contact lenswear more comfortable. Multifocal contact lenses can be a conve-nient solution for presbyopia, but under-standing their limitations and benefits willhelp you get the best experience. Call or visitthe team at Blur Eyecare to find out if they are the right option for you! You canreach us at any of our four locations on 07 578 1513 or check out our website:www.blureyecare.co.nz.  

By Rachel Cole of Harcourts

Navigating the world of real estate as aseller for the first time can be daunting.Here are the 10 most important thingsyou should consider to start this process withconfidence and success.
1. Understand the marketConducting thorough research and consult-ing with local real estate professionals can pro-vide you with valuable insights includingpricing and the best time to sell.
2. Understand the importance of price in
creating interest and competitionSetting a competitive and realistic price foryour property requires a delicate balancebetween attracting buyers and achieving themaximum sale price. A property appraisal froma trusted real estate agent can give you an accu-rate understanding of your home’s worth inthe current market.

3. Prepare your home for saleConsider making necessary repairs, declut-tering, and staging your home to showcase itsfull potential. 
4. Choose the right real estate agentAn experienced agent with extensive knowl-edge of your local market can offer invaluableadvice, negotiate on your behalf, and stream-line the selling process. 
5.Marketing your property effectivelyEffective marketing is key to attractingpotential buyers. A comprehensive marketingplan should include professional photography,detailed property descriptions, and a multi-channel approach.  
6. Stay informed about legal requirementsEnsure a smooth and lawful transaction byunderstanding the various legal requirements,

including contracts, disclosures, and compli-ance with local regulations.
7. Be prepared for inspectionsEnsure your home is clean, tidy, and well-presented at all times. Try to be flexible withinspection times for maximum exposure.
8. The art of offer negotiationConsider all aspects of the offer, includingprice, conditions, and settlement dates, and beprepared to negotiate to achieve the best pos-sible outcome. 
9. Understand the settlement processOnce you’ve accepted an offer, the settlementprocess begins. This involves the legal transferof property ownership from you to the buyer.
10. Plan your next stepsWhether you’re downsizing, relocating orpursuing another dream, consider your long-term goals and how the sale of your propertyfits into your broader life plan.With a wealth of experience and a deepunderstanding of the market, I’m here to guideyou through every step of the selling process.Contact me today on 0800 RACH 4 U.  

FAQ #39: I’m over 50 and
sick of wearing glasses.

Can I get contact lenses?

Rachel Cole.

Top 10 tips for 
first-time sellers
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Cricket and football in Pāpāmoa are well placed for growth in 2025 as thelong-awaited new pavilion at GordonSpratt Reserve provides a home for bothsports.In a significant milestone in the history ofthe Pāpāmoa Cricket and Football Clubs, the265-square-metre facility was opened justbefore Christmas in a community celebra-tion.The pavilion features accessible toilets,changing rooms, storage, umpire facilities, areception, and fully equipped kitchen. Whileprimarily serving the football and cricketclubs, Tauranga City Council says it is also avaluable community asset, fostering socialconnections, promoting healthy lifestyles,and providing a welcoming space.Alice Johnson Oval began as a parcel ofland gifted to the community by the Johnsonfamily more than 40 years ago, evolving intoa cricket oval fulfilling the wishes of the fam-ily.Pāpāmoa Cricket Club President Mark

Divehall says it’s been a dream since theclub's inception to have facilities like this.“It’s our true home now, and as we settlein, and as we continue to grow into it, we’reexcited to personalise the space and make iteven more welcoming.“This pavilion will be a cornerstone in thegrowth of cricket in our area. It’s a huge mile-stone, and we look forward to seeing manyhappy faces here.”Pāpāmoa Ward Councillor Steve Morrissays the pavilion is a vital asset for therapidly growing community.“The opening is another milestone in thedevelopment of this reserve, and it providesa long-awaited home for cricket and footballand another much-needed community space.“Having a facility like this, where clubs canput their memorabilia, and have a place andpresence on the land, is really important.”The pavilion is part of a wider programmeof planned upgrades and additions at Gordon Spratt Reserve. Other enhancementssince the beginning of 2023 include field upgrades (including expansions), arevamped skatepark, and formalising anoverflow carpark. Work will continue in the coming years,including new facilities and sport fieldsupgrades.  

2025 starts with a bang for local sports

Celebrations when the pavilion was officially opened.

The exterior and interior of the pavilion.

Pacific Lakes Village is set amongst tranquil park like grounds and private lakes. Spacious modern villas and terrace houses 
have been designed to create a vibrant community, providing an ideal setting for your active and independent lifestyle.
 
The village’s main community facility, The Pavilion, is currently under construction. Positioned on the lakes edge, this 
impressive building will house an eatery, lounge bar, library, art studio, beauty salon, wellness suite and extensive recreational 
facilities. Experience our community first-hand - show home available by appointment.

LU X U RY  L A K E S I DE  R ET I R E M E N T

242 Grenada Street, Mt Maunganui. Open 7 days 10am - 3pm.07 262 0191 paci�clakes.co.nz
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* Conditions apply

Visit India 
without leaving
Papamoa Beach!
Classic dishes made from
the freshest ingredients
• Delivery
• BYO
• Gluten free
• Dairy free
• Bar
• Loads of free parking!

Mumbai Masala Indian Restaurant Papamoa
Shop B1, 30 Gravatt Road, Papamoa 07 574 3640

order online at mumbaimasalapapamoa.co.nz

TAKEAWAYS  DINE IN

Bring in this ad 

and get $7 off 

on orders over
$50!

Takeaway and
dine in.

APāpāmoa local known as a pioneer infirefighter welfare was recognised in theNew Year’s Honours.Ian Pickard was made a Member of theNew Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM) formore than 50 years’ service with Fire andEmergency NZ.Ian began his service in 1971 in Timaru,where he became station officer eight yearslater.Firefighters’ welfare has been a big focusfor Ian – he was the inaugural chair of theNew Zealand Firefighters Welfare Society, anorganisation focused on the wellbeing of fireofficers and their families, and he was also aboard member and trustee.In those roles he was instrumental in thepurchase of the first of the society’s holidayhomes and establishing a healthcare plan forfirefighters and their families. In his role as chief fire officer of theDunedin Fire District from 1995, Ian ledcommunity safety initiatives focused on fireprevention and risk reduction - a shift fromemergency response.He led 71 volunteer brigades and twocareer fire districts from 1997 to 2004, in hisrole as assistant fire region commander ofoperations of the Southern Fire Region.Ian also led the rollout of a new  softwaresystem allowing for tracking and planning ofwork across all fire stations. His service also took him further afield; Ianhas volunteered and led teams with theUnited Nations disaster assessment andcoordination team overseas, including dur-ing the 2016 tropical cyclone in Fiji.Fire and Emergency New Zealand BoardChair Rebecca Keoghan congratulates Ian,who was one of five firefighters awarded.

“These honours are a worthy recognitionof the many years of dedicated service these five recipients have made to Fire andEmergency and their communities,” saysRebecca.Local MP Tom Rutherford also congratu-lates Ian and other local recipients.“These outstanding individuals representthe very best of our community, each makingremarkable contributions in their respectivefields. Their recognition is a testament to theexceptional talent and dedication we havehere in the Bay of Plenty.“Each recipient has made our communityand country better through their service andachievements. On behalf of all Bay of Plentyresidents, I extend my heartfelt congratula-tions and gratitude for their outstanding con-tributions to our community.”  

New Year’s Honour for Ian

Ian Pickard

Beach access for everyone

Wheelchair users in Pāpāmoa
enjoyed the beach alongside their
whānau this summer thanks to a new
beach access mat.
Tauranga was the first place in the
country to provide council-owned
beach access mats, and this summer
Pāpāmoa received its first mat.
Families with strollers, beach
wagons, mobility scooters and
walkers made good use of the
portable rollout mat, which the
council says creates a “sturdy and
visible access”.
The first mat was trialled at Mount
Maunganui Main Beach in December
2016 and was a success, with four

mats now operational including at
Pāpāmoa Domain. 
There are two beach wheelchairs
available for public use, located at
the Pāpāmoa Surf Life Saving Club.
To use the chairs, ask one of the
lifeguards, or phone the office on 07
542 2122 if it’s outside of patrol hours. 
The main beach wheelchair  - a
“mobi-chair” - was donated by
Pāpāmoa Rotary Club in 2019. The
chair is for people who are immobile,
whether that’s an elderly person who
can’t physically get to the beach, or
someone who is currently in a
wheelchair that can’t get to the
beach.
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Excellent local venues available 
for services.

O�ces Tauranga - Katikati - Mt Maunganui
Email sta�@elliottsfunerals.co.nz
Website elliottsfunerals.co.nz

Leah Kelly-Frith.
Leah lives in Papamoa and is 
proud to be part of our local 
community. She is a fully qualified 
and experienced funeral director 
who can support you at the most 
di�cult time.

Leah can advise on all funeral 
related matters including:
• Pre planning
• Pre arranging
• Pre payment options

If you have any questions at all 
Leah and the team would love to 
talk to you. No obligation of course.

 575 5187
anytime - 24/7 service

Stay on  
top of  
your  
health!

Your health is your most valuable 
asset - let’s take care of it together.
Join Tend Pāpāmoa and experience 
modern healthcare for today’s kind 
of living. 
Your home for health.

Scan to learn more:

Tend Pāpāmoa Medical Centre 
53 Domain Rd - www.tend.nz
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Pāpāmoa Residents and Rate-payers’ Association (PRRA) iskicking off 2025 with a meeting onMonday 10 February, featuring ACTMP and Pāpāmoa resident CameronLuxton.PRRA chair Philip Brown saysCameron will talk about his discus-

sions with Tauranga City Council about its land deals, the Treaty Principles Bill going through Parlia-ment, and the local Government billchanges.  The meeting will be held at the Legacy Chapel on Te Okuroa Drive at7pm.  
Pāpāmoa College Taylor Swift tribute bandSunkissed returns to Totara Street for an all-ages show this February almost a year after itsfirst show.Since launching in March the band has alsoplayed shows in Hamilton and Thames, bringingjoy to Swifties by playing all the hits they love –from all of the Eras.

The band consists of Pāpāmoa College teacherKurt Somervell and students Cybele Chapman,Stella Riley, Videl Harrison, James Ferns, and Taylah Medeiros.Sunkissed – Taylor Swift Tribute Show is atTotara Street, Mount Maunganui, on Sunday 23 February at 3.30pm. Tickets from Totara Street.

Some of the country’s best surfers will head to PāpāmoaDomain this February at the New Zealand Festival ofLongboarding.The event on February 15-16 attracts the country’s top tal-ent, from national champions to local legends, according toBen Kennings of Surfing New Zealand.“With divisions [from under 18 through to] over 50s and60s, the event provides the perfect platform for surfers of allages to come together, share stories from times past, andenjoy the camaraderie of participating out on the water.”Tauranga Moana has a strong surfing community, withmany leading surfers at a national level as well as NewZealand representatives, says Ben.“Running these events…allows local surfers the ability tosurf in home waters and inspire the next generation of talentto be active, enjoy the surrounding natural environment, andperhaps one day excel at a national level.”The Pāpāmoa event received funding through the Tau-ranga Western Bay Community Event Fund, a collaborationbetween Tauranga City Council, Western Bay of Plenty Dis-trict Council, Acorn Foundation, BayTrust, and TECT. Thisfund provides financial support to community-led eventsthat deliver positive social outcomes and enrich our commu-nities.Tauranga City Venues and Events Manager, Nelita Byrne,says the council is proud to support events that truly defineour city – “our ocean and beaches are part of our DNA”.“These events inspire the next generation of surfers andhighlight the beauty of our coastal city. We can’t wait to wel-come surfers and spectators to our stunning beaches thissummer.”  
PRRA meets in February Taylor Swift tribute show
Some of the NZ Festival of Longboarding’s line up from last year. PHOTO: COASTAL SURF IMAGES

Making waves: 
national surf event 
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07 282 7922 or 0800 777 433
Email: info@baycremationcare.kiwi.nz

www.baycremationcare.kiwi.nz

at a difficult time, know that you 
won’t pay a fortune for you and your

loved one to be looked after with 
dignity and respect.

Qualified and experienced Funeral Directors

Fixed Price Farewell Plans Available

021 023 16016
Book online: embodymassage.co.nz

MASSAGE SPECIALISTS
Sports / Remedial

Dry needling / Cupping
Pregnancy / Restorative

New loCatioN at 
oCeaNblue, PaPamoa Plaza

WOF ONLY

Car valet/grooming service
now available 

Unit 6/ 57 Te Okuroa Dr
Ph 572 3998
www.papamoaservicecentre.co.nz
Check our website for specials

• Full exterior wash and dry
• Full interior vacuum and dust

• Deodorising

Papamoa Automotive
Service Centre

Fast and friendly service you can trust

• Punctures
• Diesel repairs
• Courtesy cars

• Air conditioning
• Tyres

• Wheel alignments
• Nitrogen inflation

• Electronic diagnostics
• Brakes

• Services
• Batteries
• Cambelts

By Bruce Banks of 
Pāpāmoa Food Hub

We can hardly believe it.Pāpāmoa Food Hub has justcompleted its first full yearof service to the Pāpāmoa community, beingdriven almost entirely by volunteers. We couldnot have done it without their time andenthusiasm. Thank you all.Our first year saw us grow rather quickly,and we soon needed bigger premises. I ampleased to say that the move is now complete.The Emergency Services Food Drive inNovember was a massive success and we setanother record: almost 70 trailer loads ofdonations, and $1300 in cash. Thanks to thecommunity and the 225 volunteers who tookpart.It looks like 2025 is going to be a big year,with demand for food support increasing evenmore. Schools are back this month, and the fes-

tive season financial hangover isdue to set in.We are experiencing anincrease in requests for help fromhard-working families, who forwhatever reason find themselvesstruggling to put food on the table. It may be a reduction in self-employedincome, a reduction in work hours, sickness,recovering from an accident, rent or mortgageincreases, unexpected medical bill, or a raft ofother reasons bringing these working peopleto us for food support.We do find that people in paid work are veryreluctant to reach out to us, but hey, everyonecan go through a tough patch at some time intheir life, and Pāpāmoa Food Hub is here tohelp you too.To apply for help just fill in the applicationform on our website (papfoodhub.org.nz) andwe will get in touch. Please make sure you pro-vide all the information needed so that your

Big decisions ahead for our city
Tauranga City Councillor for Pāpāmoa Ward Steve Morris

In 2025, Tauranga faces major decisions, including the futureof three-waters. The Government has required councils toconsider changes to how we manage drinking water,wastewater, and stormwater. Options include keeping thingsas they are or spinning off water services into a Council-Controlled Organisation (CCO) - a separate entity owned byCouncil or potentially in partnership with WBOP DistrictCouncil.The advantages of a CCO include that it can be run with acommercial focus, potentially improving efficiency and

increasing Council’s borrowing capacity.  However, separatingwater services from Council reduces direct accountability,and higher borrowing will affect ratepayers and water bill-payers in the pocket. This is an important issue, and I encour-age you to stay informed.We also need to address the financial challenges left by theoutgoing Commission. In addition to running Council at adeficit, they locked in major city centre projects with highsunk costs. With many households struggling in a cost-of-liv-ing crisis, my priority is keeping rate increases down while

still investing in essential infrastructure. That means findingsavings within Council to strike the right balance.Council will soon consult on its 2025 budget, giving you thechance to have your say on spending priorities. Join me for acoffee catch-up on Saturday, 15 February, from 10am–11amat Pablo Restaurant and Café (255 The Boulevard, The SandsTown Centre, Pāpāmoa). It’s a great chance to discuss Council and Pāpāmoa issues, meet fellow residents, and support a local business. Contact me any timesteve.morris@tauranga.govt.nz or 021 0900 1817.  application can be processed without delay.Pāpāmoa Food Hub delivers our foodparcels on Thursdays between 10am and 2pm,and the applicant must be present with photoID to accept the delivery.Our standard food parcel is for a family of four for three days. It consists of breakfast, lunch, dinner, and even dessert. We provide our own recipe cards for all the main meals, along with fresh or frozenmeat and vegetables. A generous amount ofpantry staples is also included, plus a fewtreats.Pāpāmoa Food Hub would not be possiblewithout the fantastic support we get from ourcommunity. Special mention to our platinumpartner Pāpāmoa Pak’nSave, Loretta and Brianat Pāpāmoa Mitre 10, and the team atTremains Real Estate in Pāpāmoa. Your sup-port has made a big difference.Pāpāmoa Food Hub not only offers help, butalso needs help too.We need a treasurer to join our team. Not abig job, but an important one to keep track ofour finances and complete monthly andannual reports using Xero.

We also need more men to join our deliveryteam. Every few Thursdays from 10am to 2pm.For more about either role call 021 1550633 and leave us a message.You can keep up with all the latest newsfrom the Food Hub by following and sharingour Facebook page ‘Pāpāmoa Food Hub’.We also have a donation bin at the front ofPak’nSave for items purchased in-store. Otherdonations can be dropped off at Property Bro-kers at the Plaza, or MP Tom Rutherford’soffice on Domain Road.This month we need toothbrushes, tooth-paste, deodorants, and shampoo.Cash donations are always welcome. Everydollar helps. Please text your email address to021 155 0633 so we can send you a donationreceipt at the end of the financial year. Being aregistered charity, donations over $5 are eligi-ble for a 33 per cent tax credit.Our bank account is Pāpāmoa Food HubCharitable Trust - 01 0475 0270717 00.Thanks to all the Pāpāmoa people whomade cash donations in 2024. It truly doeshelp us keep supporting the Pāpāmoa commu-nity.  

Pāpāmoa Food Hub update

Enjoy it with peace of mind, knowing 
your skin is protected.

Book your comprehensive skin cancer 
check today

• Full Body Skin Checks

• Single Lesion Checks

• Surgical Treatments

• Topical Treatments

Summer is here

Skin Cancer Clinic
0800 776 877  |  skinspots.co.nz
42 Girven Rd, Mt Maunganui

Saturday 
appointments 

available



This is because generally they donot have factory fitted alarms orimmobilisers, can be accessedeasily by popping a quarter-lightwindow, and are relatively easyto hotwire.The best theft protection is togo out and spend around $100 on a steering wheel lock. Evencheaper than your insurance excess.Thieves are lazy and will find an easier targetand leave your car alone if they look in and seea steering wheel lock fitted.Some residents who contact me when theyhave a car break-in or have a car stolen arepretty angry, to say the least, and even resortto criticising Police saying they “are doingnothing” and “letting the crooks get away withit”. Some also vent the same thoughts on socialmedia without thinking.

Let me assure you, our Pāpāmoa Police do care and are, with the community’s help,  holding the offenders to account. To say that Police are doing nothing aboutit is so far from the truth. Offenders are being put through the courts, dealt with byYouth Aid, and any other tools available to useby Police.A significant number of offences are beingcommitted by recidivist offenders who even-tually get caught and go before the courts andreceive the punishment thought appropriateby the judge. Hopefully that will be enough forthat criminal behaviour to stop.Pāpāmoa Neighbourhood Support puts outa fortnightly exclusive Police Property CrimeReport and newsletter. To become a memberand receive this report and other helpful infor-mation please get in touch on 027 271 3772 or nspapamoa@wbopns.org.nz.  
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Tom Rutherford
MP for Bay of Plenty
I’m a local, just like you
Bay of Plenty Electorate O�ce
3/9 Domain Road, Papamoa
07 542 0505
bopmp@parliament.govt.nz

TomRutherfordBOP
tomrutherford_bop

Authorised by Tom Rutherford, 
Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

MP for Bay of Plenty Tom Rutherford

By Bruce Banks
Pāpāmoa Neighbourhood Support 

Co-ordinator

With the glorious summer weather, weremind you to take extra care whenvisiting our beaches. Criminals hang about looking for opportu-nities, so please remember:• Swim between the flags and obey instruc-tions from the lifeguards.• Do not leave valuables unattended. Stash-ing your wallet and phone under your towelmay not be the wisest thing to do.• Keep your car keys safe. Popping them in thewheel arch on top of the tyre is a no-no. Youhave no way of knowing if you have beenobserved “hiding” your keys.• Most car keys contain automatic openersand if found, or stolen, all a dishonest personneeds to do is wander around the carparkand push the ‘unlock’ button. When theyspot lights flashing from the right vehicle,it’s easy pickings from there.• It’s not uncommon for someone to wait andobserve beachgoers. The victim arrives atthe beach, chucks a towel down, stashestheir gear in a bag and pops it under thetowel before heading into the surf. Thebeach is a busy place at times and all itneeds is for someone to nonchalantly wan-der up, sit on your towel, and make surethey are not being observed. And in just afew seconds pick up your towel and bag andwander off as if it was their own.Over recent months I have been fieldingsome calls and emails from Pāpāmoa residentsasking about, and commenting on, the rise incar break-ins and stolen cars in our commu-nity.We cannot deny that this type of vehicleoffending is continuing, but, it is not just a Pāpāmoa problem. The offending is

widespread, not just Bay of Plenty-wide, but at a national level. Yes,this type of vehicle offending ishappening right across NewZealand.There are two distinctly dif-ferent types of offending. Carbreak-ins and car thefts.
Car break-ins are usually oppor-tunistic. Valuable items left inside avehicle and in clear sight, are just like a hotchip to a seagull… irresistible. The offenders,some of them youth in their teens or younger,are out and about looking for an easy target,so try not to make your car too attractive to thethieves.1. Lock your car (too many unlocked cars arebeing targeted)2. If you cannot garage your car, park it in awell-lit spot.3. Fit an after-market car alarm if one is notstandard at manufacture.
Car thefts are also occurring regularly. Carsare being stolen for a number of reasonsincluding to joyride in, or to commit otheroffences such as petrol thefts, burglaries andram raids. Thieves tend to be selective on the type ofvehicle they steal. It is common knowledgeamong thieves that the easiest cars to breakinto and steal are the smaller sedan/hatchtype vehicles (1990s) or thereabouts. 

Don’t be a victim at the beach

B O O K K E E P I N G  -  X E R O  A C C O U N T S  -  A D M I N  S E R V I C E S

• Annual accounts, 
tax & bookkeeping

• GST, Wages, PAYE
• Xero system & training 

•   Xero certified 
•   Xero Gold partner  

• At reasonable prices  

For all your accounting needs – call me!

Local 
Papamoa
based 
service

Contact Christine: 027 224 1712
www.accountingzeroplus.co.nz
chris.parker@accountingzeroplus.co.nz

• Carpet cleaning • Stain treatment
• Pet deodorising • Flood restoration

Covering Papamoa, Te Puke & Mount Maunganui
0800 RUG SQUAD info@cleanercarpets.nz

www.cleanercarpets.nz

Youth Parliament 2025 is an opportunityfor young people across New Zealand toengage in the parliamentary process,represent their communities, and developleadership skills. Your involvement isimportant in making this programmesuccessful and accessible to youth.Young people in the Bay of Plenty are beinginvited to put their hands up for an excitingopportunity to represent their region at YouthParliament 2025.The programme, now in its 11th iteration,gives young New Zealanders the chance tolearn about our democracy firsthand, engage

with important issues affecting their commu-nities, and have their voices heard at the high-est level.As someone who was fortunate to be aYouth MP myself back in 2013, I know first-hand what an incredible opportunity this is foryoung people interested in making a differ-ence in their community.One Youth MP will be selected to representthe Bay of Plenty electorate. The successfulcandidate will be involved in both local com-munity engagement and parliamentary activ-ities, including a two-day event at Parliamentin Wellington.

Youth Parliament runs from Monday 28April 2025 to Friday 29 August 2025, includ-ing a two-day event at Parliament on Tuesday1 July and Wednesday 2 July 2025.Selected Youth MPs will gather feedbackfrom their peers and communities, presentthose perspectives to Parliament, and reportback on their experience.This unique opportunity is open to youngpeople aged 16-18yrs. Anyone interested in applying is encouragedto email bopmp@parliament.govt.nz, with avideo telling me why you would like to be ourlocal Bay of Plenty Youth MP and what are
some of the biggest challenges facing our localcommunity.Youth Parliament provides a one-of-a-kindexperience for young people passionate abouttheir community and democracy to gain real-world experience in national politics.  

Youth Parliament 2025 - Bay of Plenty representative sought

Tom Rutherford
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1.Vanilla
2.Ratatouille
3.Apollo
4.Avocado
5.Florida
6.Hot toddy
7.Jandals
8.Nelly
9.Hawaii
10.Pineapple
11.Bruce
12.At the beach
13.The Incredibles
14.Jason Segel
15.Motunui
16.Camp Walden
17.Surfing
18.Old Reliable
19.North Carolina
20.Crush
21.Pacific Ocean
22.The tilt of Earth’s axis
23.Palm tree
24.A kaleidoscope
25.Venus
26.Lizard
27.Photosynthesis
28.Ozone layer
29.Humpback whale
30.Watermelon
31.1896
32.Sahara
33.Copacabana
34.Australia
35.Spain
36.Yellowstone National Park
37.Miami
38.Hawaii
39.Trinidad
40.Florence1. Which ice cream flavour was the first ever created?

2. What is the name of the 2007 animated film about a rat who dreams of becoming a chef in Paris?
3. In Greek mythology, who is the god of the sun?
4. What kind of fruit is traditionally used to make guacamole?
5. Which U.S. state is nicknamed the "Sunshine State"?
6. What is the name of the long, hot drink popular at beach bonfires and made with coffee,

chocolate, or alcohol?
7. What type of footwear is commonly associated with summer beaches?
8. Who sings the hit song "Hot in Herre"?
9. In which country did surfing originate?
10. What is the main ingredient in a piña colada?
11. What is the name of the shark in the movie "Jaws"?
12. In "Grease," where do Danny and Sandy meet during the summer?
13. Which animated Pixar movie features a family of superheroes?
14. Who plays the main character in the movie "Forgetting Sarah Marshall"?
15. What island does Moana live on in the Disney movie?
16. What is the name of the summer camp in the movie "The Parent Trap"?
17. What beach sport is central to the movie "Blue Crush"?
18. What is the name of SpongeBob SquarePants’ favourite jellyfishing net?
19. In which state is the show “Outer Banks” set?
20. In “Finding Nemo,” what is the name of the sea turtle who helps Marlin?
21. What is the largest ocean on Earth?
22. What natural phenomenon causes summer in one hemisphere?
23. What type of tree produces coconuts?
24. What is the term for a group of butterflies?
25. What is the hottest planet in our solar system?
26. What animal is often seen basking in the sun on a rock and is sometimes called a “sunbather”?
27. What chemical process do plants use to make energy from sunlight?
28. What is the name of the layer of Earth’s atmosphere that protects us from the sun's UV rays?
29. What type of whale migrates thousands of kilometres to warmer waters in the summer to breed?
30. Which summer fruit can float because it is 92 per cent water?
31. What year was the first modern Summer Olympics held?
32. What is the hottest desert in the world?
33. What famous beach in Rio de Janeiro is known for its lively summer parties?
34. What country is home to the Great Barrier Reef?
35. What European country is famous for its beaches on the Costa del Sol?
36. Which U.S. National Park is known for its geysers and hot springs?
37. In which U.S. city can you visit South Beach?
38. What country is the origin of the luau?
39. Which Caribbean island is famous for its steel drum music?
40. What Italian city is the birthplace of gelato?
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Across
1. Steam room (5)
4. Argue about (6)
7. Owing (3)
8. In a direct line (6)
9. Underhand (6)
10. Praiseworthy (8)
12. Flying toy (4)
13. Magazine boss (6)
15. Merchant (6)
16. Blessing (4)
17. Unpredictable (8)
19. Underling (6)
20. Mean (6)
22. Large vase (3)
23. Alter (6)
24. Birds that Ày in a skein (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22

23 24

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.

SudokuQuick crossword Kids’ corner     Snakes and Ladders
Puzzle One
Can you solve the six-letter 
words? Connect the letter 
pairs in the ladder on the 
left with the correct pairs 
in the ladder on the right, 
with middle letters. We have 
solved one to start you off.
Puzzle Two
Use the coloured letters to 
make two ¿ve-letter 
words on the snake’s
back. We have given 
the ¿rst letter of the 
red word and 
the green 
word.

Puzzle 1
SAHARA, MOHAIR, 
UNHAND, INHALE, 
AGHAST, BEHALF. 
Puzzle 2
NUDGE, ALIEN.

SudokuSnakes and 
Ladders

All puzzles copyright The Puzzle Company           www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

Crossword

Across: 1. Sauna, 4. Debate, 7. Due, 8. Lineal, 9. Sneaky, 
10. Laudable, 12. Kite, 13. Editor, 15. Trader, 16. Boon, 
17. Volatile, 19. Minion, 20. Intend, 22. Urn, 23. Change, 
24. Geese. Down: 1. Spit and polish, 2. Use, 3. Ad-lib, 4. 
Dessert, 5. Breakfast, 6. Take the plunge, 11. Detention, 14. 
Revenue, 18. Lying, 21. Toe. 

Solutions 65

Down
1. Cleanliness, the military 
way (4,3,6)
2. Work with (3)
3. Speak oႇ the cuႇ (2-3)
4. Pudding (7)
5. Daily meal (9)
6. Dive in (4,3,6)
11. School punishment (9)
14. Business income (7)
18. Fabricating (5)
21. Digit (3)
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We love Pāpāmoa
It’s the place we are proud to call home

Advertise with us
Connect with our growing population of 40,000 people in the publication that consistently provides

relevant, informative and positive local content, for all ages and stages.
We’ve got opportunities for all business sizes and budgets. Contact Ellen to discuss your needs.

Reach your target market through our vibrant publication that 
the community loves to read.

ellen@papamoapost.co.nz  |  Ph 07 220 9795  |  021 305 505  |  

www.papamoapost.co.nz

Pōhutukawa are beloved as New Zealand’sChristmas tree, but these taonga are amongseveral trees deliberately damaged at MōtītīReserve by being cut down or poisoned.Tauranga City Council Team Leader: UrbanForesters, Mark Armistead says intentional treedamage has been going on at the reserve for abouttwo years but has recently escalated.“We had planted some really nice newpōhutukawa, and some people have gone andsnapped them in half.”And a Norfolk Island hibiscus tree, which pro-vides shade to children and families near thereserve’s playground, has been hit with a macheteor axe. The damage is malicious and intentional,says Mark.“Looking at the damage, we have to assumesomeone has put detrimental chemicals in it. Weare starting to notice some decline in the tree.”The council has put up signs about tree vandal-

ism, and Mark urges the public to take action bycalling the police and council contact centre if theysee it taking place.“The trees are a public asset owned by the com-munity. When people do this, it costs the commu-nity money for us to remedy the problem andsometimes remove the tree and replant the tree,”says Mark.“That’s the physical cost, but the other cost is thebenefits of the tree are lost.”Trees provide vital shade, and in contrast toman-made shade structures which wear out, theyappreciate in value.“It’s pretty hard on the community to lose a tree.”The reasons people damage trees are primarilyselfish, says Mark, including protecting their viewsor because they dislike debris from the trees. Tauranga City Council has a target of 30 per centtree canopy cover across the city – Pāpāmoa cur-rently has just 5 per cent.  

Trees damaged at Mōtītī Reserve

The opening of the Pāpāmoa EastInterchange could be fast-tracked–providing relief for local businesses andresidents.The interchange is currently planned toopen in mid-2026. Bay of Plenty MP TomRutherford publicly shared his correspon-dence with NZ Transport Agency WakaKotahi about early access consideration ofthe interchange onto the Tauranga EasternLink.  The interchange will be a game-changer for residents and businesses inPāpāmoa East.Responding to the MP, NZTA says theorganisation is exploring options with Tau-

ranga City Council to potentially openentry/exit ramps earlier than planned.“We agree it would be positive for every-one if a pragmatic way forward could befound, and fully appreciate the pressures onthe local network,” NZTA wrote to the MP.The organisation says it is workingthrough signage and tolling requirements toensure the decision made is “efficient, safeand fair for everyone using the TEL”.The Sands Town Centre, which opened inNovember last year, showed its support ofTom’s request for a fast-track opening date,asking followers on its social media pages toengage with posts.  

Pressure on early opening for interchange

Artist's impression of the Pāpāmoa East Interchange. SUPPLIED: TAURANGA CITY
COUNCIL 

Trees at Mōtītī Reserve have been the target of vandalism.



www.newworld.co.nz

If you’re looking for the largest range of fresh produce and 
everyday essentials, come visit New World, The Sands.

Just ask our dedicated sta�, expert butchers, bakers, grocers, 
fishmongers and chefs, in store today. You’ll be spoilt  
for choice.

The Sands

255 The Boulevard, Papamoa

means more for
More choice, 

you

In store. Online. 
Home delivery. Click & Collect.

Now open 


